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Applying for Financial Aid
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Step 1.  Create an FSAID at 
(https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch)

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


Applying for Financial Aid
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Step 2.  Complete the FAFSA Application 
(https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa )

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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The Application will be shorter
• The will be a maximum of 46 questions on the application.

A roles-based FAFSA form

• Roles = Student (Applicant), Parent, and Preparer.
• Once all required data has been provided and all sections have 

been signed, any role can submit the FAFSA form.

Contributors to the FAFSA form 

• Contributors = Parent, Other Parent, Student Spouse, and 
Student (when invited by Parent or Preparer).

• Contributors must provide the required information and sign their 
respective section for a FAFSA form to be considered complete.

2024-2025 FAFSA  



2024-2025 FAFSA  
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ALL “CONTRIBUTORS’ MUST PROVIDE FINANCIAL INFORMATION

• A contributor—a new term being introduced on the 2024-25 
FAFSA—refers to anyone who is required to provide information 
on a student's form (such as a parent/stepparent or spouse). A 
student's or parent's answers on the FAFSA will determine 
which contributors (if any) will be required to provide 
information. 

• Dependent students must invite their parent(s) to contribute to 
their form if parent information is required.

• Independent students and a dependent student's parent must 
invite their spouse to contribute to the student’s form if spouse 
information is required.
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2024-2025 FAFSA 
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APPLICANTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO USE THE IRS DATA EXCHANGE

• In previous years, users had the option to enter their tax 
information manually or use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool. 
Beginning with 2024-25, all persons on the FAFSA will be 
required to use the IRS Direct Data Exchange to share tax 
information or confirm non-filing status. 

• Contributors will receive an email informing them that they've 
been identified as such and will need to log in using their own 
FSA ID to provide the required information on the student's 
FAFSA. Contributors without a social security number can still 
create an FSA ID.
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FAFSA SUBMISSION
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Federal Verification Process 

 Required by federal regulations

 Completion of this process is required in 
order to receive an award offer for continuing 
students

 Parents and students must obtain an IRS Tax 
Return Transcript if requested.

 May cause changes in financial aid offer

 Cannot disburse (pay) financial aid until 
verification is completed
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This is a process an institution uses to confirm that 
the data reported on your FAFSA form is accurate.



Federal Verification Process 
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NJ Additional Information Request

 Additional Information Request

 Separate from federal regulations

 May duplicate federal request

 Students must respond directly to the HESAA by 
uploading requested documents

 September 15th filing deadline for first year 
students
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Higher Education Student Assistance Authority (HESAA)



https://njfams.hesaa.org 
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https://njfams.hesaa.org/


Special Circumstances

 If you have had changes 
in your family financial 
situation after you have 
filed your FAFSA, you 
may want to submit a 
Special Conditions 
Request form, located 
on the Financial Aid 
website, under the 
“Forms” tab.

 Filing and submitting this 
form with all appropriate 
documentation does not 
guarantee additional 
financial aid eligibility.

  Special Circumstance 
examples are:

 Unemployment

 Disability

 Retirement

 Death 

 Divorce or Separation

 Loss of Untaxed 
Income

 Loss if Unemployment 
Benefits

 Loss of Full-Time Work

 Unreimbursed Paid 
Medical Expenses
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TYPES OF AID
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Grants: 
• Federal PELL Grant: eligibility determined by FAFSA.
• Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG): for 

undergraduate students  with exceptional financial need.
• Federal Teacher Education Assistance for College  & Higher Education 

(TEACH) Grant: for students enrolled in certain teaching education 
programs
NJ Tuition Aid Grant: eligibility determined by the FAFSA & the State of 
New Jersey. 

Institutional & External Scholarships: 

• Institutional Scholarships: Merit based scholarships awarded by admissions 
and/or other departments on campus (Honors college, Music Department, 
etc.).
https://www.wpunj.edu/admissions/undergraduate/scholarships/scholarshi
psinstitutional.html 

• External/Private Scholarships: made available by external organizations and 
may be individually resourced by the parent or student. More information 
on additional scholarship opportunities is available at: 
https://wpunj.edu/financial-aid/additional-scholarships/ 

https://www.wpunj.edu/admissions/undergraduate/scholarships/scholarshipsinstitutional.html
https://www.wpunj.edu/admissions/undergraduate/scholarships/scholarshipsinstitutional.html
https://wpunj.edu/financial-aid/additional-scholarships/


TYPES OF AID
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Loans: 
• Federal Subsidized & Unsubsidized Loans: eligibility 

determined by FAFSA & institution.

• Federal PLUS Loans: a credit-based  loan available to the 
parent(s) of  dependent undergraduate students.

• Private Education Loans: credits-based loans offered from non-
federal sources such as banks, credits unions, private 
education loan servicers, etc.



Federal Work Study
 This program provides students with the opportunity to work and 

earn a paycheck. 

 Funds for this Federal program are extremely limited, students are 
awarded on a first-come, first-serve basis.

 Students must attend a Student Employment Workshop in order to 
be considered for a Federal Work Study position. The dates of the 
workshops can be found on the Financial Aid home page under 
“Student Employment.”  

 http://www.wpunj.edu/financial-aid/student-employment/ 

 Jobs are not guaranteed. Placement depends on student schedules, 
skills, Federal or departmental funding, student initiative and job 
availability. 

 Prior to starting employment, students must contact the Student 
Employment Coordinator in Financial Aid and submit additional 
application materials.
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http://www.wpunj.edu/financial-aid/student-employment/


Tuition-Free Opportunities

 William Paterson University offers pathways to help qualifying New Jersey students 
with significant financial need to earn their bachelor’s degree at little to no cost—
through the University’s own Pledge 4 Success program (for 1st and 2nd year 
students) 

 Pledge 4 Success: William Paterson’s Pledge 4 Success* program provides eligible 
first-year and sophomore students with the opportunity to earn a degree without 
having to worry about the cost of tuition and fees. For a student with a family 
adjusted gross income of $65,000 or less, the program covers the cost of tuition and 
fees that are not already covered by federal and state financial aid or other 
scholarships.

 Students will automatically be considered for both programs when they’ve 
completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) before the April 15th 
filing deadline (September 15th for first year students).

 *Please note that housing, books and other expenses are not covered under 
the Pledge 4 Success or Garden State Guarantee Program*.
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Garden State Guarantee

 The program will provide up to four semesters of free tuition for New Jersey 
students in their third and fourth years whose family’s adjusted gross income (AGI) 
is between $0 and $65,000 annually.

 New Jersey students in their third and fourth years with family adjusted gross 
income between $65,001 to $80,000 can receive assistance so that their net cost for 
tuition and fees is no more than $7,500 annually.

 New Jersey students in their third and fourth years with family adjusted gross 
income between $80,001 to $100,000 can receive assistance so that their net cost 
for tuition and fees is no more than $10,000 annually.

 Garden State Guarantee covers the cost of tuition and fees that are not already 
covered by federal and state financial aid or other scholarships.
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In-state Tuition rates for Out-of-
State/International students 

 Qualified out-of-state and international students can pay close to our affordable in-
state rate for tuition and fees, offering: Domestic students our Out-of-State Waiver 
which awards a 100% discount on the difference between in- and out-of-state 
tuition.

 International students receive our Pioneer Award which awards an 80% discount 
on the difference between in- and out-of-state tuition.

 Students must maintain continuous full-time enrollment in the Fall and Spring 
semesters and a 2.0 cumulative William Paterson University GPA to renew the 
waiver.
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Award Notification
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Award Offers are 
being sent with 1-2 
business days of 
FAFSA receipt 

All notifications are 
electronic and sent 
to student WPU & 
personal email and 
via text.

Revised notices 
will be sent should 
there be any 
adjustments to 
awards.



CONTACT US

 Website: www.wpunj.edu/finaid   

 Phone: 973-720-3945

 Email: FINAID@wpunj.edu 

 WP Connect/Student Portal – view awards, 
missing documents and more!
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http://www.wpunj.edu/finaid


Questions?
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